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After   a   long   hiatus,   our   athletic   teams,   bands   and   cheerleaders   are   finally   back   at   practice   and  
in   competition   and   I   could   not   be   more   excited   for   them.  
As   a   former   teacher,   coach   and   high   school   principal,   there’s   NOTHING   like   the   proverbial  
“Friday   Night   Lights”   at   one   of   our   stadiums   or   the   infectious   roar   of   a   crowd   of   supporters   inside  
one   of   our   gyms.   I   am   so   glad   that   this   piece   of   “normal”   has   returned   for   our   students,   for   our  
parents   and   for   our   community   and   I   hope   we’re   able   to   continue   these   events   safely   and  
carefully.  
While   school   is   technically   about   academics,   it’s   no   secret   that   athletics   and   extracurricular  
activities   play   a   HUGE   role   in   the   lives   of   our   students   and   many   students   are   motivated   to  
perform   inside   the   classroom   in   order   to   perform   outside   of   the   four   walls   of   the   school   building.  
Our   coaches,   band   directors,   sponsors   and   their   assistants   volunteer   countless   hours   outside   of  
those   for   which   they   are   supplemented.   They   are   joined   by   a   literal   army   of   volunteers   who  
devote   their   nights   and   weekends   to   our   students.   Athletics   and   extra-curricular   activities  
definitely   make   a   difference   in   the   lives   of   thousands   of   students   and   we   are   committed   to   doing  
all   we   can   to   keep   them   going.  
When   I   look   back   at   my   school   years,   I   remember   the   influence   of   many   amazing   teachers,  
coaches   and   mentors.    While   the   coaches   were   there   to   teach   me   about   the   “rules   of   the   game”,  
I   know   that   I   learned   far   more   from   them   than   just   athletics.   My   coaches   were   my   role   models,  
they   were   my   substitute   father   figures   and   they   were   my   mentors.   It’s   not   an   exaggeration   to  
say   that   I   was   blessed   to   have   coaches   who   literally   changed   my   life   and   laid   the   foundation   for  
me   to   become   an   educator   in   my   community.  
Today,   our   coaches   and   sponsors   are   tasked   with   so   much.    Unfortunately,   fundraising   has  
become   a   huge   part   of   what   they   do   because   the   state   simply   doesn’t   fund   athletics   at   the   level  
needed.   Coaches,   band   directors   and   sponsors   must   raise   money   for   new   uniforms,   for   travel,  
for   equipment   and   for   other   supports   for   their   students.   Of   course,   their   efforts   are   augmented  
by   a   whole   host   of   volunteers   who   work   concessions,   sell   ads,   buy   the   ubiquitous   cookie   dough  
and   participate   in   just   about   every   other   fundraiser   you   can   imagine.  
Today’s   coaches,   band   directors   and   sponsors   must   also   be   mindful   of   Covid-19,   social  
distancing,   self-isolation,   temperature   checks   and   other   facets   of   managing   sports   during   a  
pandemic.   While   we’ve   provided   as   much   training   and   support   as   we   can   for   our   coaches,   band  
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directors   and   sponsors,   they   have   had   to   assume   many   new   responsibilities   this   school   year.   I  
applaud   them   for   their   continued   willingness   to   step   up,   to   learn   and   to   do   what’s   needed   for  
their   athletes,   musicians   and   students.  
Former   long-time   NFL   Coach   Tom   Landry   once   said,    “ A   coach   is   someone   who   tells   you   what  
you   don’t   want   to   hear,   who   has   you   see   what   you   don’t   want   to   see,   so   you   can   be   who   you  
have   always   known   you   could   be.”   I   could   not   agree   more   with   this   sentiment   because   I   know  
our   coaches,   band   directors   and   sponsors   work   diligently   to   ensure   their   athletes,   musicians  
and   students   become   leaders   both   in   the   classroom   and   on   the   field/court/course.  
Thank   you   to   all   of   the   parents,   guardians,   grandparents   and   others   who   support   our   students   in  
all   of   their   endeavors.   I   look   forward   to   seeing   many   of   you   at   our   various   competitions,   games  
and   events   this   year   and   I   appreciate   all   that   you   do   for   our   students,   our   athletes,   our  
musicians   and   our   coaches,   band   directors   and   sponsors.  
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